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. By Chalmms M Robelts _ shows tbat ‘\IJ Johnson count of 1()57 a8, espccn]ly vantade pomt th(* Mazch 31
" 'Phe cxcerpts from former  sensed that something wasg in today’s excerpts, is a & pres- decision was the great turn-
“president  Johnson’s meny  coming—-the  Communists’ idential overviéw. A great ing point of the war, a turn

olrs presented here yesfer-

'day and today are the high

point of his Vieinam ac-

details, especially about Sec-

Yiere we have what the
Pentagon dapers, aid
have o1 had only. in part:

not”

Tel offensive of 1968-but
what is missing is the sense

_of disbelief of the evidence

“Tet!” The most Mr. .Io]m-

“shock” and 1o berale the
“emotional and cxaggerated
reporting.” .

In {oday’s installment Mr,

deal of pertinent detail, for
those who will have to put it
{fogether. in

Oberdorfer book and, espe-

by Marvin Kalb and Eli¢
Abel.
for a {otal history; to weave

some calmer

Noene can stand alone

forced by the Communist as-
sault 4t Wel whalever the

‘cost was {o {he encmy. 1t

ccount. The outline Tong has  so clearly spelled out iix Don time as history, is in the “mecant both & lid clamped on
been known; many of the Oberdorfer’s new 1)061:1/ Pentagon papers, in the the {low of troops to Viet-

“nam and a partial bombing

meant, as well, the begine
nit:g of the talks in Jaris,

relary of Slate Dean Rusk, son can bring himself {o do  cially as to \\’hc_cl'm"s role, halt that led by fall to &
ave new. is to concede that it was a- in “Roots of Involvement” / total bomhing  halt. It

put there is no sense of

‘the intimaie thinking of them together will be a  this in Mr. Johnson's ac-
Rusk, Clifford, McNamara, Johnson goes to greatlenglh  monumental task. . count, Nowhere dges he con-
Yortay, McGeorge Bundy, }gofxé’om;clei‘/ilélmf‘gllllaf};ﬂléle The Wise Men, that collee-  cede defeat of his past poli-

: " § evi stoafter-- . )
Rostow, Bunker, Westmore-  pis pjarch 81, 1988, speech tion of senio aclw.sm.s O\'lt cies. Nowhere does he say
land and Wheeler, The long-  that there had been what ©of office, figure heavily in that March 31 turned the
time role of Gen. Wheeler, soon thereafter was de- mosl accounts of how the  war around in such a way -
ineidents , w ] N Nl e app Japial 3 .
11161(1011.&1”3’, as we now scribed as a massive “shrug March 31 Qecision ¢ame  {hat the new President the
know it though more from  gle for the mind of the Pres-  about. Bul the former Presi-

_among

‘other sources than from Mr,
Johnson's account is wotthy

Johnson {ells his story, the
President seenis 2 man mak-
ing Solomon-like judgments
the competing pro-
posals of his advisers. We
hear his reaclion, we are
given‘some of his quotations
but there is precious little to
jndicate that he himself in-
troduced new ideas, new
proposals, It appears, rather,
that he picked and chose

" from what was put bhefore

him.
Yesterday's
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. documents

instellment

jident.” He also goes into de-

"{ail to deride 'the New York

sceing in it all sorts of mean
molives,

Dean Rusk is obwously
Lyndon Johnson’s hero. e
the fact that
Rusk on Teb. 27 proposcd
the limited bombing halt he
announced on DMarch 31,
There are no direct barbs at
Clifford but plenty of quotes
from the defense sccrelary
to show that it was very late
in the game before he
turned from hawk to dove,

What we have in this ac-

dent, though his account of
what {ranspives is along fa-

having been too much influ-
enced by “lhe gencral mood
of depression and frusira-
tion” in the wake of Tet and
as not squaring with “situa-
tion as J understood it.”
Iere, probably, is the key.
The “situation” to the Presi-
dent centered on the hard
military facts, "o so many
others it had a high content
of the new mood at home
and in both Vielnams, Noxth
and South,
 Looking back {from today’s
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- next year would be in a po-
‘sition to begin a longrange

the scene for DPresident
Nixon. But that evidently is

not the way he then viewed.

it. .

The most he allows him-
self is  the thought, in con-
clusion, that “the enemy had
failed in Vietnam; .would

~ Jlanoi succeed in the United

States?” And as a last des-
perate effort, it scems in
retrospect, to prevent that
he took himself out of con-

~dention {or anothex term in
_Ibe White House,
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of a full-fledged 11151011&11 Times story about the dis- miliar lines and has been  de-escalation  and  with-
‘examination. cussion on sending another omitted from the excerpts, drawal, Mr., Johnson might -
‘o In many ways, as Mr. 206,000 men to Vietnam, sloughs off their advice ag  well take credit for setling -
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